Island Dog Training Club
St. Peter Port, Guernsey

Limit and Open Shows 4th and 5th October 2025
So many thanks you’s to give but firstly to the Committee of the IDTC for the honour of the invitation to judge and for the gift, its great and will be very useful. It was wonderful to be back in beautiful Guernsey and to see so many folk that have become good friends over the years.  We were so lucky to miss the savagery of Storm Amy, she came in once we were safely landed and had gone by the time we set off for home! We were ferried around by various Club members, and were guests and made very welcome in the home of Gwen and Karen and their wonderful collies, one of whom waited til we left before giving birth to 8 puppies!
We enjoyed some lovely meals with lots of laughter with the final evening dinner being our last get together when we presented the Special Awards.
Sadly, the wretched boat timetable didn’t allow for many of the Jersey dogs to come over so the numbers were small and select!
Huge thanks to my ring stewards, score stewards and decoy stewards over the weekend, you were all very efficient and excellent company!
It was great to see new faces being encouraged into the ring, some mixed results for them but hopefully they enjoyed their time.  I did feel that more interactive play might help with attention and motivation but with such tight restrictions in the hall it would not have been easy.

Saturday Limit
Special Pre Beginner  -  2 entries   Steward - Rita Marquand    Scorer – Jenny Prevel
First place withheld by agreement
2nd  	Rupert Inder  Lab  
	A big lad who was very exuberant.  Lots to like in his energy and handling. Well done!
3rd	Dolly Wilson  XB 
	Dolly is a very attractive big dog whose play exercise got a bit lively! Great handling from Gemma who is new to obedience. Lots of promise! Good Luck with her!

Novice  -  13 entries    Steward – Sandra Collins   Scorer - Rebecca Brehaut                 
1st 	Breeze Elwin XB
	A charming little dog who was so responsive to Graham’s commands. Full point recall and retrieve.  Well done!
2nd	Megan Harris  BC
	A visitor from Jersey. Megan needed a little help from her very experienced handler, Rose. It paid off nicely with a lovely round and another full point  recall and retrieve.
3rd	Tonic Prevel  BC
	Jenny has worked hard on Tonic who is a very difficult dog to work.  I could see a great improvement since I last judged him, so well done to you and your trainer.  Inaccuracies in the heelwork and some mouthing but he put a round together. Well done.
4th	Ellie Batiste  BC
	A team I haven’t met before and which impressed me.  A little more energy in the heelwork is needed but the set exercises were lovely. Good luck and I hope to see you again!
5th	Flossy Kirk  BC
	Another visitor from Jersey. Fay has a very calm and steady style of handling and Flossy responded with a lovely round. Do watch that tight lead though.  
6th	Cully Marquand  GSD
	Rita had to work hard on Cully and the result was a nice round. Bits and pieces throughout the test claimed the points lost but I know Rita has the experience to tidy it all up.

Class B – 7 entries      Steward – Claire Burns   Scorer – Jean Girard
1st	Max Le Prevost  XB
	A very well deserved win for this big ball of ginger fluff!  Beautifully turned out and turned in a very tidy round which was handled calmly and well.  Minor faults and an extra command or two claimed the points lost. Well done.
2nd	Buddy Le Vesconte  XB
	A visitor from Jersey who produced a super round. The retrieve was costly but I’m sure this was a one off and I think you will go from strength to strength. Good luck and I shall watch your progress with interest.
3rd	Faith de la Haye  Lab
	Another visitor from Jersey! Faith lacked energy and motivation today but perhaps the journey and an unfamiliar place to stay unsettled her.  I would suggest perhaps good interactive play might be useful next time you are in the ring.
4th	Mia de Poidevin  Sheltie
	A dainty little dog who was level pegging with Faith until a shake of the scent cloth. I could see that she was indeed well trained but also had a rather independent spirit! This was well handled by Carolyn!
5th	Taz Renouf  BC
	Taz is a difficult dog for Madeleine to control and at times he became a little naughty. At times however he showed some very competent work.  Well done on the work you have put into him, he is not an easy dog for sure.
6th	Hattie Dowding   Polish Lowland Sheepdog
	Dear Hattie, she is another who has her own idea of what she will do.  A bit naughty as I know that Val is a very competent trainer and I have seen some stunning work from her in the past.  However, it was lovely to see her again and I am pretty sure she enjoyed herself!	

Special Veteran  -  2 entries     Steward  -  Claire Burns   Scorer  -  Rita Marquand
I decided not to actually deduct marks in the usual way from these two old faithfuls but instead make an assessment and comparison.  They are both dogs that have done well over the years and owe nothing to their owners

1st	Phizz Hitchon  BC
2nd	Lexi Mauger XB

Well done to both and good to see them still strutting their stuff!


Sunday Open
Class A  -  10 entries  9 ran       Steward -  Claire Burns     Scorer  -  Sue Gamblin
1st	Buddy le Vesconte  XB
	I could find very little to mark in Buddy’s round….until scent which we wont talk about! ( I hope your sore throat is better)!  This team would easily hold their own in the UK. Super straightforward handling. A very worthy winner, well done.
2nd	Flossy Kirk  BC
	Fay seemed surprised to be placed! Don’t be, it was a nicely handled and largely accurate round. Bits here and there when Flossy lost attention but Fay’s calm and quiet handling style brought this team to the fore.  Well done!
3rd	Max le Prevost  XB
	Another very tidy round, a shame about the messy scent which knocked you down a place. Lots to like here and I see him continuing to move through the classes. Good Luck
4th	Faith de la Haye  Lab
	She was still not inclined to work today sadly but an absolutely super scent brought her to the top slots.  Well done!
5th	Mia de Poidevin   Sheltie
	Little Mia was going great guns today until something or someone over among the spectators caught her eye at the end of the recall and she lost the plot. Still not quite with it for the retrieve which was a great shame as she was on course for a pretty good mark.
6th	Milo Mauger XB

Pre Beginners  -  8 entries   Steward  -  Rita Marquand  Scorer  -  Martina de la Mare
1st	Feur Merrien   XB
	Lovely upright handling from Sian brought out the best from this lovely dog.  A very nice round, well done.
2nd	Robyn Batiste    Rottie
	Another very nice round. A big dog to handle in a hall environment, I thought Liza did a super job. Well done
3rd	Amigo Preece    German Pinscher
	Nice heel on lead but Amigo was distracted at the start of the heel free and despite Sam’s best efforts a lot of the work was rather wide.  Full point recall
4th	Reggie Kershaw   XB
	The tight lead in the heel on lead was very costly sadly,  he didn’t need it as the heel free was very nice.  
5th	Basil Bennett  CKCS
	Nice heel on lead but Basil had peaked and found the heel free just too much. Well done Shari, you gave him lots of help but he was rather overwhelmed and had made up his mind. 
6th	Bailey Young  BC
	Again nice heel on lead but the heel free was just a little beyond him today.  

Controversially I do have serious reservations about taking them out to feed etc.   From what I observe with this practice it interrupts the flow and either over excites or flattens the dog once the food or toy is removed again.   Something to think about! That is just my humble opinion!

Class C  -  1 entry        Steward  -  Claire Burns     Scorer  -  Martina de le Mare
1st	Floyd Harris  BC
	A very respectable round from Rose and Floyd.  Missed a position but gave us a super sendaway despite the Halloween themed markers which I think Rose thought he wouldn’t like! Full mark DC and a nice retrieve and scent.   Just a few little signals that need to be watched for!

The October Specials were awarded as follows

Best Guernsey GSD			Zen Buckley
Best Guernsey Cocker Spaniel	Clark Brehaut
Best Guernsey Labrador		Rupert Inder
Best Guernsey non winner		Tango le Maitre
Best non Guernsey resident		Buddy le Vesconte
Best Guernsey Novice		Breeze Elwin
Best Guernsey Beginner/Novice
Not a Collie				Bobby de la Mare
Judges Choice			Dolly Wilson
Best Guernsey Sheltie		Mia le Poidevin
Best Guernsey handler		Sian Merrien

How about a Best Gentleman handler???????
