
Limit Show 5/10/24
Many thanks to The Island Dog Training Club Guernsey Committee, especially Terry and Sandra for inviting me to judge. The two days were most enjoyable meeting the members and other competitors with their super dogs all full of character. Special thanks go to Cherry and Norman for their perfect hospitality. I did go to Claire’s Cherry will understand. The show was well run and enabled me to focus on judging. Many thanks to the show Chief Stewards  Jenny Prevel and Sara Sarre plus the many suppliers of drinks and food over the two days. A huge thank you to all our stewards and scoreboard stewards this was truly spoiling us.

5/10/ 24 Limit Show Day 1. 
Special Pre Beginners 
Steward Rita
Scoreboard Steward Sue

Thank you to the above ladies your help was invaluable. This group of competitors, although at the early stages of competitive obedience all had a lovely way of interacting with their dogs which was very refreshing and will hold them in good stead for future. Well done to their trainers.
The results are as follows:

1st Basil Bennett ( CKCS) and handler Shari. Very little to mark Basil focused and was very determined. Recall was clear and so was the play. Excellent.

2nd aro Clark Brehaut ( Working Cocker) and handler Rebecca. This boy really enjoyed his play session,  a few hand touches lost points in heel work. Rebecca’s relationship between her and Clark is an excellent foundation for competition work.

3rd aro Bailey Young  (BC) and handler Hannah. This boy is not the easiest to handle and I suspect that Hannah works very hard on engaging him. He is very quick in play and did much better in heel work than in his first round. 

4th Bonnie Brehaut (GSD) and handler Rebecca. A very good relationship with Bonnie . Rebecca responded well to Bonnie’s moving away and really encouraged her to come back. The recall had some sound aspects so continue handling well. Rome was not made in a day with GSDs. 

5th Molly Bewey (X Breed) and handler Sadie. Super play Molly really enjoyed herself. Heel on lead was fairly good but with no break in the recall Molly would have gained a higher position.However, congratulations on your win later on in the day well done. 

6 th Charlie Gallienne (Westie) and handler Ricky. Super little dog full of character. Charlie wanted to keep the family together which was very costly In both the heel work and recall. The potential is there and both Marion and myself felt you deserved the Judges’ Choice Ricky because of how you worked and improved over the two days.







5/10/24 Novice Day 1
Steward Martina
Scoreboard Kit Bearddow

One of the larger classes with competitors trying very hard to win. 

1st Ashley Deane (BC) and handler Nellie winner of the  Rufus Memorial, Best Guernsey Novice. This team produced an outstanding round,  being very focused. A very worthy winner. Well done. 

2nd Buddy Le Vesconte (XBreed) and handler Lesley second in the running order. Superb relationship and on another day this team can win. I noted in heel on lead excellent attention. Heel free and retrieve is coming along nicely. Recall was superb.

3rd Tango Le Maitre ( GR) and handler Jane. Loved the relationship between this team. Just some polishing of the retrieve and heel work needed to win. Well done.

4th Cully Marquand (GSD), winner of the October GSD Club Trophy and handler Rita. Just a few bits in each aspect of the competition unfortunately they add up. However, the grace, power, training and style gave Cully the edge when Marion and I were selecting the awards trophies.

5th aro Megan Harris ( BC) and handler Rose. Lovely retrieve and recall with the second retrieve being much better than the first round. Hence winning the run off.Heel free was expensive with left turns needing a bit more work. Nothing there that you cannot work successfully on. 

6th aro  Lace Pearce (BC) and handler Carole. The heel work on lead was really good some extra input needed on heel free. Keep up the training and have confidence in your ability Carole. Super team.

Judges Specials
Jai Girard (Shitzu) and handler Jean . This would have been the winner but turns got in the way. What a super happy confident well dressed boy, loved him.

Iastra Gambling ( Laekenois) and handler Sue . What a fabulous relationship this team have together well done . 

5/10/24 Class B 
Steward Karen Seward 
Scoreboard Steward Rita Marquand 

This class had three competitive teams however as the scents were not achieved I considered it not to be beneficial to award the first prize. 

2nd Floyd Harris (BC) and handler Rose. Today Floyd decided that sitting was not a necessity which took its toll on the heel work marks. The send away was strong and Rose you should be proud of your training. 

3rd Max Le Prevosy (X Breed) and handler Karen. First to go into the ring and as I understand the first time to work a B. Both of you should feel very proud indeed as you held your own exceptionally well. 

4th Tess Martel (BC) and handled by Margaret . The send away was superb. Heel work showed a Tess who was pretty wild but I think, being a little naughty perhaps! On the plus side she appears to be exceptionally clever. 


5/10/24 Special Veteran

Steward Karen Seward 
Scoreboard Steward Karen Le Prevel 

To judge this class was a real treat for me as these teams still enjoy the job of competitive obedience but toned down a bit.

1st Phizz Hitchen-Seward (BC) and handler Pat. Such a talented team who put their heart and soul into their work. Phizz settled into her work and did Mum proud. Well done .

2nd Waif (X Breed) and handler Sue. Mum works so hard to keep Waif happy and in tune with what is expected. Keep doing what you are doing and Continue to adore her. 


Open Shows Day2

6/10/24 Class A

Steward Claire Burns
Scoreboard Steward Dani Handley

This class can be very daunting for the teams as they are not allowed to give encouragement to their dogs so this class did very well today.

1st Floyd Harris (BC) and handler Rose. This team was well coordinated in heel work shame about the no sit at the end. A recall, retrieve and scent were of a high standard too. Well done. 

2nd Buddy Le Vesconte (X Breed) and Lesley. Loved how this team worked together continue to do the same keeping the enjoyment a priority (I know you will).

3rd Faith De La Haye (Lab)  and handler Nikki  worthy winner of the Roy Goute Trophy best Non Guernsey Resident . Some really good set exercises especially the retrieve and scent. Well done.

4th Jazz Hitchen -Seward (BC) and handler Pat. Just a few bits to be worked on. The  scent being very costly. So pleased that you still enjoy working your dogs. 

5th Ava Bennett (GSD) and handler Jon . Ava does try hard for Jon but it is a big jump from Novice to A. Keep giving Ava confidence that is so the way forward with a GSD.

6th Tess  Martel (BC) and Margaret. It’s those extra points lost along the way that add up. A really good attempt at A recall with anticipation being the drawback. This can be worked on in a fun way with huge amounts of rewarding.

Best Guernsey Handler goes to Zen and Terry. How Terry managed to work with such a poorly  foot and enable Zen to understand was impressive. Well done 

Pre Beginners
Steward Claire 
Scoreboard Steward Pat Hitchen -Seward

Lovely to have this group of competitors to liven up the end of the last day well done to the trainers and handlers of this group.

1st aro Breeze Elwin (X Breed) and Graham . This little dog tries so hard and did so well in the run off at the end of the day. The recall was clear Breeze looked very smart. Dad needs to learn about left turns so as not to let the side down. Well done .

2nd Narla  De La Mare (Briard)  and handler Simon. A very good round to start off with a few bits to work on to make it clearer to Narla her job. 

3rd Amigo Preece (German Pinscher) and Sam . Well done in giving Amigo confidence completely necessary with this boy. Lovely recall, more work on heel free but this require a fair amount of consideration to his sensitivity and intelligence ie why complete a left turn when you can get to the finish far quicker Amigo’s way. 

4th Henry Barnes (Lab) and handler Annie. This team worked in a positive and active way. The heel on lead was impressive. Henry needs more work on heel free but Annie you give very positive vibes and Henry will understand. The recall was well done with the no nonsense attitude necessary for this exercise. Congratulations on gaining the Khiva Haynes October 2024 Trophy for Best Labrador.

5th Charlie Gallienne (Westie) and handler Ricky ( Judges Choice Trophy). Real improvement from this team settling well into heel work from the beginning. Charlie was really paying attention. You need to work on quick sits like a game where when he sits on command he gets his favourite reward ie treats and toys. 

6th Luna Hanley (Working Cocker) handled by Dani. They gained the Holly Coutanche Best Cocker Spaniel October 2024 Trophy. My first notes stated well handled and Dani worked hard to keep the enjoyment and focus needed. Loved Luna’s recall even if her thoughts were to run past Mum. Running towards Dani was nearly correct. Keep doing what you are doing. Well done.

Thank you to all competitors for accepting my judgments 
Helen Connolly.
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